LA CleanTech Network - current initiatives - 10-30-07
The Louisiana CleanTech Network’s (LCTN) first two successful initiatives are the Department of Energy Solar America Cities
 grant to New Orleans and the Southern Building Institute (SBI).  The LCTN spearheaded the effort to bring the Solar America Cities (SAC) program to New Orleans, working with the City of New Orleans Office of Recovery Management, Alliance for Affordable Energy, Global Green, FutureProof, and Green Coast Enterprises. The LCTN will now participate with the NO Solar Team and the DOE Tiger teams to fulfill the requirements of the SAC grant. The LCTN will lead an effort to bring the SAC program results to other cities in Louisiana in a timely manner in order to support the needs of a new and growing renewable energy industry in light of the newly passed Louisiana Solar Tax Credits. 

The SBI is a non-profit corporation formed by five professionals in the Louisiana green building and energy efficiency industry. The SBI spearheaded a recent effort to apply for a 10 Million dollar DOE Building America grant. The SBI brought in Texas A&M, SouthFace, and ASUEC, three well respected building science partners, to build a team to go after this grant. The Texas A&M Department of Architecture has committed to working with the SBI to develop a strong relationship to help build our building science research program and to go after new funding sources for research and capacity building efforts. 

Prisca Weems of FutureProof and Forest Bradley-Wright of the Alliance for Affordable Energy have partnered with LCTN to advance the Eco-Park
, an economic development project designed to establish sustainable construction as a major industry sector in the New Orleans economy. LCTN has made contact with a building component manufacturer who is interested in locating a manufacturing plant for light-weight concrete SIPs within the Eco-Park. The manufacturer is currently working with its international partners to sell componentized housing in Africa and Honduras. It plans for these houses to be manufactured in New Orleans and shipped in containers from the Port of NO. 

The SBI and LCTN are currently working with Stephanie Pedro of the Regional Planning Commission in the effort to bring to completion the formation of a Construction Center . The SBI will play an instrumental role in the formation of this center as we build our relationships and receive support from our DOE grant team members. This effort also involves other Louisiana institutions such as the LSU Agricultural center, UNO, and Southeastern State University. The mission is to have a building science research center located in Southern Louisiana. 

SBI is also talking with Elizabeth English, PhD. the head of the Buoyant Foundation Project. A former New Orleans resident with a background in both structural engineering and architecture, Dr. English has a strong interest in rebuilding New Orleans homes better and smarter, but without compromising neighborhood character. We are investigating the possibilities of housing her project under the SBI. This is a perfect fit for what we are trying to accomplish with safer, more durable and insurable housing stock in NO and the surrounding coastal parishes. 

The LCTN is working to become the provider for Solar Training and Certifications for Louisiana by using a national training and certifications program that Stephanie Mezynski (representing FutureProof) is researching for us. Stephanie is one of the leaders of the Renewable Energy Committee of the LCTN . We already have contacts with colleges and tech schools who want to offer training programs, and we are preparing to be the provider of training and course materials as we lead this effort around the State. This effort will be part of the program to disseminate the Solar America Cities information to other Louisiana Cities. The LCTN and the Alliance for Affordable Energy will work together to have training seminars and classes in NO as part of the Solar America Cities initiative.   

Wade Byrd has been appointed to the Board of Directors of LCTN. He will be working with the LCTN to set up a financial program to facilitate the installation of thousands of Solar Thermal DHW installations throughout the State. The LCTN will administer this program and the selling of RECs generated from these Solar installations. Wade is leading the LCTN's effort to work with Nick Geautreax, the father of the Louisiana Solar Tax credit.. 
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